A large company of people assembled to witness the proceedings. The resolution requesting the Chairman of the Board to declare the building open having been read, the Chaplain of the Infirmary, the Rev. E. Geard, offered a dedicatory prayer. Mr. Edwin T. Hall, the architect, then handed a key to the Chairman, with which to unlock the main door of the administrative building.
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The Chairman said he accepted with sincere thanks the key with which he would shortly unlock the main door of the noble block of buildiDgs, and would preserve the key as a memento both of the opening of the infirmary and of the time they had spent together during the construction of the building, and he thanked Mr. Hall in the name of the Board for his kind and valuable assistance.
The Chairman then went on to welcome the large gathering that had assembled, and invited them to inspect the building, so that they might learn what the Guardians had been doing during the last three years for the sick poor of that large parish. During the last eight or ten years the spirit of regard for suffering humanity, especially for the aged and very young, had been greatly stimulated, and the poor of the parish had been well attended to in Camberwell during that time. As an example, he believed the Camberwell Board was the first of the London Boards to adopt the system of scattered homes for the children. In 1873 the population of Camberwell was 111,302, while at the present day it was 259,339, and the inmates of the infirmary had increased in a corresponding ratio. With reference to the charge of extravagance, which was brought against them in common with all public bodies, he thought that after inspecting the building they would all be of opinion that the money had been expended wisely and well and not at all extravagantly. 
